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Plants Bite Back

Look at the map on pages 6—7. What is the purpose of
this map? Where can you find the giant saguaro cactus?
What type of tree can be found in Australia?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): R1.4.7

On pages 8-9, the author describes carnivorous plants.
What does the word “carnivorous” mean? Why are
carnivorous plants sometimes called “insectivorous” plants?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): R.4.4, RI.5.4

Read about the Venus flytrap on pages 10—-11. How are
the four pictures across the bottom of the page
connected? How do they help you understand the text?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): RI.4.7

What are pages 18-19 about? How do the text and main
picture work together to give you information about this
topic? Summarize how a pitcher plant catches its prey.

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): R1.4.2, R1.4.7

Read about sundew plants on pages 20-21. Explain why
the plant was given this name. How big are the smallest
and largest sundew plants?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): Rl.4.1
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What is the title of the book? Read page 24 and think
about how the text relates to the title. What reasons does
the author give for recommending you be careful around
strange plants?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): RI1.4.8, RI.5.8

Read about poison ivy on pages 26—-27. Explain the
effects that people feel when they have been stung by
poison ivy. Give an example of how you could get stung
without ever touching the plant.

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): R.4.1

Turn to pages 28-29 about stinging nettles. Describe
how a nettle plant stings. How do the labeled pictures at
the bottom of the page help you understand the text?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): R1.4.2, R1.4.7

Pages 36—37 describe how the upas tree became a
legend. Explain where the legend came from and what it
said about the tree. Why did the tree become known as
the “tree of poisons”?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): Rl.4.3

Turn to pages 44-45. What does the author say that
you may find surprising? What reasons does the author
give for why some poisonous plants can be useful?

Common Core State Standards (Reading: Informational text): RI1.4.8, RI.5.8
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