
A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O T H E E XT RAO R D I NA RY I S  E X A M I N E D, 
THE ORDINARY RE-EXAMINED.

Since the publication of Eyewitness Guides: 
Bird in 1988, the DK Eyewitness series has  
become a bestselling and trusted resource for 
children and adult experts alike. More than 
41.4 million copies of DK Eyewitness books 
have been sold in 50 countries, publishing in 
40+ languages and covering 150+ topics.

Deemed a classroom classic and childhood  
favorite, DK Eyewitness redefined nonfiction 
literature for a generation of children. 
Throughout the years, designers, editors,  
photographers, artists, and specialists at  
DK have collaborated in bringing valuable  
nonfiction information to life. Featuring 
high-quality text and visually engaging layouts, 
DK Eyewitness has captured the imagination  
of curious minds on topics from the unseen  
creatures of the deep sea to the strange  
intricacies of the human body, and so  
much more!

Travel back in time with DK to discover what 
makes this series so compelling. Explore how 
DK Eyewitness books have been relaunched 
and refreshed with a new look, more facts, 
and more fun for today’s kids, while still  
maintaining the same well-loved, immersive  
approach. Plus, learn about the landmark  
publication of Eyewitness Encyclopedia of  
Everything, the ultimate guide to our  
extraordinary world. DID YOU KNOW? 

The first DK Eyewitness books published in 1988  
included Bird, Butterfly and Moth, Fish, Reptile,  
Rock and Mineral, Skeleton, and Tree. 



“ Through the pictures I see reality.  
Through the word I understand it.” 

—SVEN LIDMAN

DID YOU KNOW?  
The bestselling Eyewitness book worldwide  
is Rocks and Minerals with more than 
423,000+ copies sold in the US alone. 

Total number of words published  
across the series: 3.5 million+

Total number of images published  
across the series: 45,000+

Educational psychologists have discovered 
that it is simple curiosity that motivates us  
to learn. Research also shows that people  
learn most effectively when they can connect 
new facts to what they already know.  
DK Eyewitness books’ distinct design and  
layout breaks down each topic and picture  
into parts, allowing readers to enter the  
page on multiple levels and personalize  
their learning experiences. DK has coined  
this system of information  
LEXIGRAPHIC DESIGN. 

How many meteorites fall to 
Earth every year? Thousands 
of meteorites that weigh more 
than 1 lb fall to Earth every year, 
though most land in the sea or 
in deserts. Learn more about 
this and other cool facts in DK 
Eyewitness Rocks and Minerals.

ASK A SCIENTIST

L E A R N I N G  W I T H 
L E X I G R A P H S

JACK CHALLONER

No matter the subject or the reader’s depth  
of interest, the self-contained LEXIGRAPHIC 
DESIGN can be dipped into or read in its  
entirety, leading readers to make new  
discoveries in their own ways. The clarity of  

the pictures and distribution of rich  
details make it possible for even young 
readers to browse the information.  
By inviting readers to explore topics at 
their own pace and engage with visually 
rich content, DK Eyewitness books  
empower avid learners of all ages to  
uncover new insights about the  
wonders in our world. 
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DID YOU KNOW?  
Since 1988, more than 150 topics have  
been covered in DK Eyewitness books.

When you read a DK Eyewitness book, you  
become the beneficiaries of years of authority, 
expertise, and research. A team of specialists  
will have worked on this one book for many 
months—even years! Rarely is this level of  
collective knowledge gathered in one place.

DK’s editors and designers scour the globe for 
the very finest examples; work with major  
institutions and organizations such as national 
museums, private collections, and research  
centers around the world; and consult the 
most distinguished authors in the field. The  
result is an extraordinary collection of items  
it would otherwise be impossible for us to see 
and study without considerable expenditure  
in time and money. Whatever  the subject  
covered, no effort or expense is spared to 
make the DK Eyewitness titles the most  
outstanding range of information books on 
their market. 

How many species of dinosaurs were 
there? Scientists have found fossils of 
more than 800 species of dinosaur.
Learn more about this and other cool 
facts in DK Eyewitness Dinosaur.

ASK A PALEONTOLOGIST

D E D I C A T E D 
T E A M W O R K

DARREN NAISH

The DK team has nurtured flowers for  
time-lapse sequences, investigated mummy 
storage vaults to provide readers a view that 
no ordinary museum visitor would ever be  
likely to see, and trained fish to get the  
perfect close-up image of an archerfish  
capturing its prey.



DID YOU KNOW?  
Since 1988, more than 41.4 million  
copies of DK Eyewitness Books have  
been sold worldwide.

In the 35 years since it was first released, the  
DK Eyewitness series has been through several  
iterations, always meeting the needs of the time. 
From the originals, to versions with posters, to 
those with CDs and DVDs, each has brought us  
to the present. Now, those who grew up reading 
them have a deep sense of nostalgia around  
the books and are sharing them with their  
own children, students, and patrons  
in their newest format, which was  
first released in August 2021.

THE NEWEST VERSION OF THE SERIES 
HAS SEVERAL IMPROVEMENTS: 

•  New, bold jacket design

•  Updated fonts and format for a better flow

•  Up to 20% new photography and  
updated diagrams

•  All information updated by expert  
consultants

•  New “eyewitness” account boxes,  
providing expanded  
background  
information

Were most Ancient Egyptians literate?  
Only around 1 percent of Ancient Egyptians  
could read and write. They were known as  
scribes and held high positions in society.

Learn more about this and other cool  
facts in DK Eyewitness Ancient Egypt.

ASK AN EGYPTOLOGIST

M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  O F  A  
C L A S S I C  S E R I E S

JOANN FLETCHER
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Birds and beasts
Ancient Egypt was home to a wide range  
of animals. Lions, wild bulls, and gazelles 
roamed the deserts. Birds, including pintail 
ducks and pelicans, built their nests in the 
papyrus thickets by the Nile. Crocodiles lurked 
on the riverbanks, and in the water, catfish and 
perch darted around the hippos. Animals were 

thought of as the earthly versions of many gods in ancient 
Egypt, and their images often appear on sacred objects.

Animal antics
In this humorous papyrus scene, two enemies—the 
antelope and the lion—are enjoying a game of senet  
(see p. 53). A jackal playing a double flute escorts a  
herd of goats, while a cat lovingly attends to some geese. 

Crown of Osiris, 
made up of ram 
horns, reeds, 
and ostrich 
feathers

Wild sheep and cat
On this container, a wild sheep is stepping over 
a cat. Rams symbolized some of the most 
important gods in ancient Egypt. A curly horned 
ram could represent Amun-Re, king of the gods.

Crocodiles
The crocodile 
was the 
symbol of the 
god Sobek. 
Priests used 
to keep 
sacred 
crocodiles in 
the temples 
and decorate 
them with 
jewelry and 
mummify them 
when they died.

Hippos
The male hippo was seen as an evil 

omen because of its links with the 
god Seth, archenemy of Osiris and 
Horus, rightful rulers of Egypt. 

Hippos could easily overturn 
papyrus boats and were often 

hunted for this reason.

Lion
The lion 
represented 
strength and 
power, and so 
became a symbol 
of the king himself. 

Peek-a-boo
The goddess Hathor was  

often portrayed as a cow in  
the papyrus marshes.
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Small  
faience hippo

Puzzled cat
Cats sacred to the goddess Bastet 
(see p. 25) were mummified when 
they died. Their faces were painted 

to make them look bewildered  
or silly. They were sold to temple 

visitors, who took them to the burial 
grounds and dedicated them to Bastet.

Water plant  
designs show  

hippo’s aquatic habitat

Geese on parade
These geese are part of a very early tomb 

painting and were meant to ensure 
that food in the afterlife would 

not run out.

Fish flask
This glass bulti fish was made by molding the glass 

over a core. The ripples are meant to indicate the fish’s 
scales. The flask was designed to hold perfume, which 

was poured out of the mouth into the owner’s hand. 
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Birds and beasts
Ancient Egypt was home to a wide range of animals. Lions, wild bulls, 
and gazelles roamed the deserts. Birds, including ducks, geese, and 
ibis, built their nests in the papyrus thickets by the Nile. Crocodiles ibis, built their nests in the papyrus thickets by the Nile. Crocodiles ibis, built their nests in the papyrus thickets by the Nile. Crocodiles 

lurked on the river banks, and in the water, catfish, tilapia, and lurked on the river banks, and in the water, catfish, tilapia, and lurked on the river banks, and in the water, catfish, tilapia, and 
perch darted around the hippos. Animals were thought of as perch darted around the hippos. Animals were thought of as perch darted around the hippos. Animals were thought of as 

the earthly versions of many gods in Ancient Egypt and their the earthly versions of many gods in Ancient Egypt and their the earthly versions of many gods in Ancient Egypt and their 
images often appear on sacred objects.images often appear on sacred objects.images often appear on sacred objects.

Animal antics
In this humorous 
papyrus scene, two 
enemies—the antelope 
and the lion—are 
enjoying a game of 
senet (see p. 53). A 
jackal playing a double 
flute escorts a herd 
of goats, while a cat of goats, while a cat 
lovingly attends to 
some geese. 

Hippos
Hippos were dangerous and could overturn papyrus boats and Hippos were dangerous and could overturn papyrus boats and Hippos were dangerous and could overturn papyrus boats and 
flatten small houses. Male hippos were seen as evil and linked flatten small houses. Male hippos were seen as evil and linked flatten small houses. Male hippos were seen as evil and linked flatten small houses. Male hippos were seen as evil and linked 

to the god Seth. Female hippos were linked to the goddess 
Taweret, who was worshipped so she would protect the 

home instead of destroying it.

Crocodiles
The crocodile was the symbol of the god Sobek. The crocodile was the symbol of the god Sobek. The crocodile was the symbol of the god Sobek. 
Priests used to keep sacred crocodiles in the Priests used to keep sacred crocodiles in the 
temples and decorated them with jewelry and temples and decorated them with jewelry and temples and decorated them with jewelry and 
mummified them when they died.

Crown of Osiris, 
made up of ram 

horns, sun disk, and 
ostrich feathers

Water plant designs Water plant designs 
show hippo’s show hippo’s 

aquatic habitataquatic habitat
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Peek-a-booPeek-a-boo
The goddess Hathor The goddess Hathor 
was often portrayed was often portrayed 

as a cow in the as a cow in the 
papyrus marshes.papyrus marshes.

Fish flask
This glass tilapia (“bulti”) This glass tilapia (“bulti”) 
fish was made molding fish was made molding 

the glass over a core. The the glass over a core. The 
ripples indicate the fish’s ripples indicate the fish’s 

scales. The flask once scales. The flask once 
held perfume, which held perfume, which 
was poured out of was poured out of 

the fish’s open the fish’s open 
mouth into the mouth into the 

owner’s hand. owner’s hand. 

Geese on parade
These geese are part of a These geese are part of a 
very early tomb painting and very early tomb painting and 
were meant to ensure that were meant to ensure that 
food in the afterlife would food in the afterlife would 
not run out.not run out.

LionLion
The lion The lion 

represented represented 
strength and strength and 

power, and power, and 
so became a so became a 

symbol of the symbol of the 
king himself. king himself. 

Crown of cow horns Crown of cow horns 
framing a sun diskframing a sun disk

Carefully 
painted plumage Treasured catTreasured cat

Many Ancient Egyptians had pet cats, Many Ancient Egyptians had pet cats, 
and wealthy people sometimes had them and wealthy people sometimes had them 

mummified when they died. In later times, mummified when they died. In later times, 
cats were kept in temples of the cat goddess cats were kept in temples of the cat goddess cats were kept in temples of the cat goddess 

Bastet (see p. 25). They, too, were mummified Bastet (see p. 25). They, too, were mummified 
at death and sold to temple visitors, who at death and sold to temple visitors, who 

presented them as offerings to Bastet. presented them as offerings to Bastet. 

Inside animal mummies  
In 2015, researchers led by British 
archaeologist Dr. Lidija McKnight 
(below) studied more than 800 animal 
mummies from Ancient Egypt, using 
X-rays and CT scans. These revealed 
that many had partial remains and 
some were empty. McKnight believes 
animal mummies were used as token 
offerings at temples.

E Y EW I T N E S S

US_060-061_ew_ancient_egypt.indd   61 15/07/21   9:49 AM

BUT IT STILL HAS THE SAME HANDY LAYOUT 
AND TIMELY, TRUSTED TOPICS THAT YOUNG 
READERS KNOW AND LOVE!

AFTER

BEFORE



The culmination of this very special  
35th-anniversary year for the series is the  
publication of EYEWITNESS ENCYCLOPEDIA  
OF EVERYTHING. This next-generation  
encyclopedia is the ultimate guide to  
the world for kids ages 9+, bursting with  
breathtaking photography and packed with  
the topics young readers love most: the world’s 
greatest record breakers, the most amazing  
animals, inspiring history makers, cutting-edge 
technology, and so much more!

With contributions from 35 experts and 200 
illustrators, and covering all of kids’ favorite 
topics (we know because we asked them!), 
EYEWITNESS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF  
EVERYTHING is a truly collaborative opus  
that includes the work of every category of 
contributor who has played a part in the  
success of the Eyewitness series over the 
years: the DK team, an outside team of  
consultants, illustrators, and the young  
readers who have loved these books  
for decades! 

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS, 41.4 MILLION 
UNITS SOLD, AND 150+ TOPICS  
HAVE ALL LED TO THIS! 

EYEWITNESS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF  
EVERYTHING is packed with facts and stats,  
quizzes, interviews with experts, and more 
than 1,500 images to bring it all to life on  
its 400 pages.

EY E W I T N ESS E NC YC LO P E D IA  
O F EV E RYT H I NG 

AVAILABLE NOW!


