
E Y E W I T N E S S

Help Students Find Their Passion

A classic DK series reimagined for a new generation of kids



What’s Their “Thing”?
DK Eyewitness books have been relaunched and 
refreshed with a new look, more facts, and more  
fun for today’s kids, but maintain the same well- 
loved approach that has made them so popular 
among educators, parents, and kids alike and  
sold 33 million copies over 35 years.

Studies show that reading 
nonfiction helps students:

•  Tap into their passions, 
motivating them to read  
more and more

•   Expand their background 
knowledge and make real- 
world connections

•  Develop critical thinking and 
information gathering skills

•   Build their language and 
vocabulary, and comprehend 
increasingly complex texts

Free elementary 
and middle 

school lesson 
plans available 

Perfect for kids ages 8 to 12 and packed with 
detailed images and bite-size facts, these books 
fully immerse young readers in their favorite 
curriculum-aligned topics, from dinosaurs to  
trains, and from rocks and minerals to Ancient Rome. 
Whether to discover or indulge their latest passion  
or to help teachers deliver an engaging lesson,  
DK Eyewitness books will spark their interest and  
keep them learning inside and outside the classroom.

ESSER FUNDS CAN BE 
USED TO PURCHASE



Look Inside! Now includes:

•  More modern fonts and formatting

•    Refreshed photography and diagrams

•  Brand-new “eyewitness” features highlighting 
accounts from experts in the field

•  Glossary at the back to reinforce key concepts

•  Resources for further reading and learning
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Glossary

Ground worn away by erosion
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Group of 
natural 
crystals
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ABRASION 
Erosion caused by water, wind, or ice laden with 
sediments and scraping or rubbing against the 
surface of rocks.

ACICULAR 
Having a needlelike form.

ALLOY 
A metallic material, such as brass, bronze, or 
steel, that is a mixture of two types of metal.

CABOCHON 
A gemstone cut in which the stone has 
a smooth, domed upper surface without 
any facets.

CARAT 
The standard measure of weight for 
precious stones. One metric carat equals 
0.07 oz (0.2 g). Also used to describe 
the purity of gold; pure gold is 24 carat.

CLEAVAGE 
The way a crystal splits apart along 
certain well-defined planes according 
to its internal structure.

CORE
The area of iron and nickel that makes up 
the center of Earth. It is about 750 miles 
(1,200 km) in diameter.

CRUST 
The thin outer layer of Earth. It varies in 
thickness between 4 and 43 miles 
(6 and 70 km).

CRYSTAL 
A naturally occurring solid with a regular A naturally occurring solid with a regular 
internal structure and smooth external faces.

DENDRITIC 
Having a branchlike form.

DEPOSIT 
A buildup of sediments.

ELEMENT 
One of the basic substances from which all 
matter is made. An element cannot be broken 
down into a simpler substance.

EROSION 
The wearing away of rocks on Earth’s surface 
by gravity, wind, water, and ice.

EVAPORITE 
Mineral or rock formed as a result of salt 
or spring water evaporating.

EXTRUSIVE ROCK 
Formed when magma erupts as lava, which 
cools at the surface.

FACE 
A surface of a crystal.

FACET 
One side of a cut gemstone.

FIRE 
In gemstones, fire is seen as a sparkle of colors 
caused by the dispersion of light as it enters 
a gemstone and splits into rainbow colors. 
Diamond has high fire.

FOSSIL 
The remains or traces of plants or animals 
preserved in Earth’s crust, in rock, amber, 
permafrost, or tar.

GALVANIZATION 
A process that adds zinc to other metals 
or alloys to prevent them from rusting.

GEMSTONE 
Naturally occurring minerals, usually in 
crystal form, that are valued for beauty, 
rarity, and hardness.

GEOLOGIST 
A scientist who studies rocks and minerals 
to find out the structure of Earth’s crust 
and how it formed.

HABIT 
The shape and general appearance of a 
crystal or group of crystals.

INTRUSIVE ROCKS 
Igneous rocks that solidify within Earth’s crust 
and only appear at the surface once the rocks 
lying on top of them have eroded away.

IRIDESCENCE 
A rainbowlike play of colors on the surface of a 
mineral, similar to that of a film of oil on water.

KARST SCENERY 
The rock formations of some limestone 
landscapes.

LAPIDARY 
A professional gem cutter.

LAVA 
Red-hot, molten rock (magma) from deep 
within Earth that erupts to the surface from 
vents of volcanoes.

LUSTER 
The way in which a mineral shines. It is affected 
by how light is reflected from the surface of the 
mineral.

MAGMA 
Molten rock beneath Earth’s surface.

MANTLE 
The layer between Earth’s core and crust. 
It is 1,430 miles (2,300 km) thick.

MASSIVE 
A term used to describe a mineral that has 
no definite shape.

MATRIX 
A mass of small grains surrounding large 
grains in a sedimentary rock, or the rock 
surrounding a crystal.

METAMORPHOSE 
To undergo a change of structure. In rocks, this is 
usually caused by the action of heat or pressure.

METEORITE 
An object from space, such as a rock, that 
survives its passage through the atmosphere 
to reach Earth.
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MeteoriteMeteorite

Stalactites hanging from the roof of a cave

Veins of calciteVeins of calcite

Azurite, once Azurite, once 
ground into a 

prized blue 
pigment

POROUS 
Able to absorb water, air, or other fluids.

PORPHYRY 
An igneous rock containing fairly large 
crystals set into a finer matrix.

PRECIPITATION 
A chemical process during which a solid 
substance, such as lime, is deposited from 
a solution, such as lime-rich water.

PYROCLASTIC ROCK 
Pyroclastic means “fire-broken” and describes 
all the fragments of rock, pumice, and solid lava 
that may be exploded out of a volcano.

RESIN 
A sticky substance that comes from some 
plants and may harden to form amber, valued 
as a gem.

ROCK 
An aggregate of mineral particles.

SEDIMENT 
Rock material of various sizes, ranging 
from boulders to silt, which is the product 
of weathering and erosion, as well as shell 
fragments and other organic material.

SMELTING 
The process of melting ore to extract the 
metal that it contains.

SPECIFIC GRAVITY 
A property defined by comparing the weight 
of a mineral with the weight of an equal 
volume of water.

STALACTITE 
A hanging spike made of calcium carbonate 
(lime) formed as dripping water precipitates 
lime from the roof of a cave. Over a long 
period of time, stony stalactites build up 
in size and may hang many yards from a 
cave roof.

MINERAL 
A naturally occurring, inorganic solid with 
certain definite characteristics, such as crystal 
structure and chemical composition.

MINERAL VEIN 
A crack in rock filled by hot fluids’ mineral 
deposits.

MOHS SCALE 
A scale of hardness from 1 to 10 based on ten 
minerals. Minerals of a higher number are able 
to scratch those of a lower number.

MOLTEN 
Melted, made into a liquid by great heat, 
especially rocks.

NATIVE ELEMENT 
An element that occurs naturally in a free state 
and does not form part of a compound.

NODULE 
A rounded lump of mineral found in 
sedimentary rock.

OOLITES 
Small, rounded grains in limestone.

OPAQUE 
Material that does not let light pass through it.

OPTICAL PROPERTIES 
The various optical effects produced as light 
passes through minerals. This is one of the 
properties used to help identify minerals.

ORE 
A rock or mineral deposit that is rich 
enough in metal or gemstone for it to be 
worth extracting.

OUTCROP 
The area that one type of rock covers on a 
geological map, including the parts covered 
by soil or buildings.

PALEONTOLOGIST 
A geologist who studies A geologist who studies 
fossils.

PIGMENT 
A natural coloring 
material often used in 
paints and dyes. Many 
pigments were first 
made by crushing 
colored rocks and 
mixing the powders 
with animal fats.

STALAGMITE 
A stony spike standing on the base of a 
limestone cave. Stalagmites form where 
water has dripped from the roof of the 
cave or a stalactite above, slowly building
up lime deposits.

STREAK 
The color produced when a mineral is 
crushed into a fine powder. The color of a streak 
is used to help identify minerals. It is often a 
better means of identification than the color of 
the mineral itself, as it is less variable.

STRIATIONS 
Parallel scratches, grooves, or lines on a crystal 
face that develop as the crystal grows.

SWALLOW HOLE 
A hollow in the ground, especially in limestone, 
where a surface stream disappears from sight 
and flows underground.

TRANSLUCENT 
Material that allows some light to pass through 
it but is not clear.

TRANSPARENT 
Material that allows light to pass through 
it. It can be seen through.

TUMBLING 
The process of rolling rough mineral pieces 
in a tumbling machine with water and gradated 
sizes of grit until the pebbles are rounded 
and polished.

VEIN 
A deposit of minerals 
within a rock fracture 
or a joint.

VESICLE 
A gas bubble or cavity 
in lava that is left as 
a hole after the lava 
has cooled down 
and solidified.

VOLCANIC BOMB 
A blob of lava that is thrown out of a volcano 
and solidifies before hitting the ground.

VOLCANIC VENT 
The central passage in a volcano, or a narrow 
fissure in the ground or on the sea floor, 
through which magma flows and erupts as lava.

WEATHERING 
The breaking down of rocks on Earth’s surface. 
This is mainly a chemical reaction, aided by the 
presence of water, but it may also be due to 
processes such as alternate freezing and 
thawing, or to mechanical weathering by 
sediment-laden wind or ice.
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Created alongside authoritative 
consultants to deliver the trusted  
content this series is known for



Available Now

Select titles also available in ebook
Social Studies

American Revolution PB: 9780744052268 HC: 9780744052275

Ancient Egypt PB: 9780744039634 HC: 9780744028935

Ancient Rome PB: 9780744056365 HC: 9780744056372

Titanic PB: 9780744039658 HC: 9780744028973

Train PB: 9780744056426 HC: 9780744056440

World War II PB: 9780744039047 HC: 9780744028980

Science

Cat PB: 9780744050721 HC: 9780744050738

Climate Change PB: 9780744039061 HC: 9780744036817

Dinosaur PB: 9780744039085 HC: 9780744039078

Hurricane & Tornado PB: 9780744039641 HC: 9780744028959

Natural Disasters PB: 9780744056389 HC: 9780744056396

Ocean PB: 9780744042023 HC: 9780744042016

Rocks & Minerals PB: 9780744039054 HC: 9780744028966

Shark PB: 9780744056402 HC: 9780744056419

Volcano & Earthquake PB: 9780744052282 HC: 9780744052299

Weather PB: 9780744052305 HC: 9780744052312

Help students become eyewitnesses 
to history’s most significant people 
and moments and science’s greatest 
discoveries and phenomena!

PB: $9.99 US / $13.99 CAN  |  HC: $16.99 US / $21.99–$22.99 CAN  |  72 pp. | 8 ½” x 11” 



Coming Soon Select titles also available in ebook

PB: $9.99 US / $13.99 CAN  |  HC: $16.99 US / $21.99–$22.99 CAN  |  72 pp. | 8 ½” x 11” 

December 2022

Fish PB: 9780744062526 HC: 9780744062533

The Amazon PB: 9780744062540 HC: 9780744062557

The Elements PB: 9780744079838 HC: 9780744079845

Wonders of the World PB: 9780744062564 HC: 9780744062571

April 2023

Human Body PB: 9780744079913 HC: 9780744079920

Planets PB: 9780744079937 HC: 9780744079944

The Civil War PB: 9780744062502 HC: 9780744062519

June 2023

National Parks PB: 9780744069730 HC: 9780744069747

Soccer PB: 9780744079890 HC: 9780744079906

August 2023

Ancient Greece PB: 9780744081527 HC: 9780744081534

Crystal & Gem PB: 9780744081541 HC: 9780744081558

Insect PB: 9780744081565 HC: 9780744081572



EDUCATION SALES
DK books are available at special discounts when  
purchased in bulk for educational use. For details  
and to place an order of this kind, please contact  
Penguin Random House PreK–12 Education Sales at  
K12education@penguinrandomhouse.com

Or contact your sales representative at  
customerservice@penguinrandomhouse.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

learning.dk.com

FOLLOW US ON  
SOCIAL MEDIA

  @LearnwithDK

  @DK_Learning

  @DKLearning

Sales Inquiries


